[Short wave therapy in diabetic prodromata].
Short-wave therapy has been an established form of therapy for many decades and is unanimously regarded as harmless when properly applied. The possibility of burn injuries occurring is known, yet hardly any cases have been reported. In the case under review, a diabetic, after only a short treatment, suffered very severe burns that ultimately led to the amputation of three toes. Clinical and histopathological analysis established the presence of mediasclerosis of the large leg arteries as well as microangiopathy and peripheral neuropathy. These findings explained why, despite proper application of the short-wave therapy, severe complications arose that had so far not been observed. The findings are discussed from the medicolegal and histopathological view, with indications of the special type of physical trauma.